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Tomb ' ' Jade 



Chinese : Han Dynasty 



Notes on Recent Acquisitions from China 

THE Chinese objects recently acquired for the 
Museum are pieces of jade and utensils of 
pottery and of bronze*. They are all of great 
interest, not merely because of their antiquity and 
of the light they shed on the development of 
Chinese art, but quite as much because of their 
quality as objects of beauty. 

The piece of jade had a use still to be determined 
definitely, but seems to have been fashioned as a 
pendant or as part of a larger ornament, or possibly 
for some ritualistic purpose. It is decorated on either 
side with designs which seem planned for continua- 
tion in adjoining parts of the completed object, or as 
if the unfinished ends were to be covered by a set- 
ting. The character of part of the design may be 
gathered from the illustration : on the side shown it 
consists of conventionalized dragons entwined, sym- 
bolical " jewels," and what seems to be a leaf and 
tendril motive ; the other side bears four symbols 
geometrically rendered. The workmanship is 
singularly lacking in that refinement of finish which 
we find ordinarily in Chinese jade carving ; but 
the lines are boldly incised and the whole design 
is vigorous. The color of the piece is the fine 
ruddy shaded brown which comes to jade after 
long burial only. According to Chinese tradition, 
such color comes to that jade only which, in the 
course of centuries, has absorbed blood. 

The jade and the pieces of pottery illustrated are 
attributed to the Han dynasty (B. C. 206~A. D. 
221). The cover of a jar is shaped like a shallow 
bowl inverted. In the central space is a four-lobed 
figure surrounded by a plain molding in high relief, 
which serves in lieu of a handle or knob. Outside 
of that is a simple dentated band separated by a 

* The sizes of these pieces are as follows : "Tomb" Jade: 1.0.157 m., 
thickness 0.004m.; Cover of a Jar: h. 0.048m., diam. 0.15m.; Jar: 
h. 0.124 m., diam. 0.15 m. ; Wine Pot : h. 0. 143 m. t diam. 0. 149 m. ; 
Bronze Fragment : h. 0.078 m., diam. 0.098 m. 



beaded molding from a rounded space, — corre- 
sponding to the shoulder band on many of the Han 
vases and jars, — ornamented with mythological 
figures in low relief. The jar is of a beautiful shape 
and bears on its shoulder a molded band of unusual 
interest. The running animals displayed there are 
modelled with extraordinary vigor, and show in the 
attitude of the heads especially a marked resem- 
blance to the gesture of the horses* heads carved 
on the stone slabs of Shantung.* Both of these 
pieces of pottery are of fine reddish-buff clay, and 
are glazed in clear green, which, through long 
burial, has become modified to a silvery iridescence. 

The wine pot is ascribed to the Six Dynasties 
(A. D. 265-618). It is cast of yellow bronze 
and has a surface of beautiful and varied patinas. 
The body is a flattened sphere and stands on three 
legs skilfully modelled in the shape of monsters 
crouching under weight. The spout is the head, 
neck, and shoulders — on which wings and fore- 
legs are indicated — of a scaly dragon, of which 
the upper part of the mask is ingeni6usly contrived 
to form a lid. It protrudes from the pot through a 
circular collar — quite differently from the handle, 
which is set into a rectangular one. The handle, 
which is fixed to the pot at a distance of ninety 
degrees from the spout, is half-round, hollow, and 
ornamented on the upper side only. There it 
bears the mask of a monster in bold relief. The 
lid of the pot is massive, hinged, and decorated 
with two dragons (forming the boss and securing 
the ring) surrounded by a twisted rope band and 
three spaces filled with conventional designs. 

The bronze fragment dates probably from the 
Shang dynasty — the second millennium B. C. It 
is almost covered by a coarse, verdigris-colored 
patina, and the bronze, where it shows, is a rich 
ruddy brown. The fragment is chiefly interesting 

*See illustrations opp. p. 36, Vol. I, of "Chinese Art," by Stephen 
W. Bushnell, C. M. C, B. Sc, M. D., London, 1904. 
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Cover of a Jar 



Chinese: Han Dynasty 




Chinese: Han Dynasty 
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Wine Pot 



Chinese: Six Dynasties 




Bronze Fragment 



Chinese: Shang Dynasty 
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for the design it bears : two plain bands at the top 
and one at the bottom bound a space filled mainly 
by an undulating double molding. The intervals 
between the undulations vary in size, and each is 
filled with the same arrangement of three conven- 
tional figures. What meaning they denote is still 
a matter for investigation; but it is interesting to 
note that they differ in treatment from certain 
similar motives found on bronzes of the Chou 
dynasty. F. S. K. 

Notes 

The lenders to the exhibition of Mr. 
Barnard's work have kindly consented to allow 
the sculptures to remain on view until January 1 . 
The cast of Pan, hitherto in the keeping of the 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, will be 
added to the exhibition. 



At the request of the Trustees, the 
Director of the Museum went abroad on Octo- 
ber 26 to study museums in England and on the 
Continent. Mr. Fairbanks is expected to return 
about the middle of January. 

The "Guitar Player," by Joseph De 
Camp, recently purchased by the Museum, and 
illustrated in the Bulletin for August, has been 
awarded the second W. A. Clarke Prize of $ 1 ,500 
at the annual exhibition of the Corcoran Gallery 
in Washington, to which the picture has been lent 
by the Museum. 

The office of the Chinese and Japanese 
DEPARTMENT will be closed to visitors until fur- 
ther notice, in prepartion for the move to the new 
building. 



Plans of the Galleries 
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OBJECTS NEWLY INSTALLED 

OBJECT 



SOURCE 



PLACE 
FIRST FLOOR 

Gem Room, East Wall Archaic Greek grave stele of a youth Gift of Fiske Warren, 1908. 

Case 2 Eighteen Etruscan scarabs Lent by Richard Norton. 

SECOND FLOOR 

First Gallery Bronzino, Portrait of Cosimo de' Medici Lent by Charles E. Perkins. 

Second Gallery Copley, Mrs. Daniel Hubbard Lent by Mrs. William Tudor. 

Unknown, Mrs. Harrison Gray Otis Lent by Mrs. John H. Morison. 

Stuart, Mrs. Warren Dutton Lent by Miss Barnard. 

Fourth Gallery Tarbell, Gen. Charles G. Loring Purchased 1906. 

Sixth Gallery Peruzzi, Four panels with saints Lent by Thomas Whittemore. 

Romanino, Education of the Virgin Lent by Mrs. John H. Morison. 

Case F Renaissance bronze and gilt medals and pla- 

quettes Lent by Richard Norton and from the 

Museum Collection. 

Japanese Corridor Copley, Mr. Daniel Hubbard Lent by Mrs. William Tudor. 

Metal Room, Case A Silver coffee pot, French, eighteenth century. . . Gift of Miss C. L. W. French, 1908. 

Case O Silver tankard and three spoons by Paul Revere, 

and a porringer by Paul Revere, Sr Lent by Francis H. Bigelow. 

Silver tankard by J. Coburn and two spoons by 

Rises, American, early nineteenth century . . . Bequest of Mr. and Mrs. George W. 
88 y Hammond, 1908. 

Case 11 Recent acquisitions from China 

Pottery and Porcelain, 

Cases 32 and 33 Persian and Damascus tiles, thirteenth to seven- 
teenth century Bequest of Charles H. Parker ; the Alfred 

Greenough Collection, 1908. 

The Lawrence Room will be closed after the first week in December, and the collection of Chinese Pottery transferred 
to the Pottery and Porcelain Gallery. 



